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Nat’l Highway Traffic Safety Admin., DOT § 542.1

[62 FR 40952, July 31, 1997]

APPENDIX B TO PART 541—PASSENGER
MOTOR VEHICLE LINES (EXCEPT
LIGHT DUTY TRUCKS) WITH THEFT
RATES BELOW THE 1990/91 MEDIAN
THEFT RATE, SUBJECT TO THE RE-
QUIREMENTS OF THIS STANDARD

Manufacturer Subject lines

Chrysler ..................... Dodge Ramcharger (MPV).
Dodge Ram Wagon/Van B150.

Ferrari ........................ Testarossa.
Ford ........................... Crown Victoria.

Festiva.
Mercury Grand Marquis.
Mercury Sable.
Taurus.

General Motors .......... Chevrolet Astro (MPV).
Chevrolet Celebrity.
Chevrolet Sprint.
GMC Safari (MPV).
Oldsmobile Custom Cruiser.

Honda ........................ Civic.
Mazda ........................ Navajo.
Nissan ........................ Axxess.
Porsche ..................... 944.
Rover Group .............. Range Rover (MPV).
Volvo .......................... 760.
Volkswagen ............... Fox.

Passat.

[59 FR 64169, Dec. 13, 1994]

APPENDIX C TO PART 541—Criteria for
Selecting Lines Likely To Have
High Theft Rates

Scope

These criteria specify the factors the Ad-
ministrator will take into account in deter-
mining whether a new line is likely to have
a high theft rate, and, therefore, whether
such line will be subject to the requirements
of this theft prevention standard.

Purpose

The purpose of these criteria is to enable
the Administrator to select, by agreement
with the manufacturer, if possible, those new
lines which are likely to have high theft
rates.

Application

These criteria apply to lines of passenger
motor vehicles initially introduced into
commerce on or after January 1, 1983.

Methodology

These criteria will be applied to each line
initially introduced into commerce on or
after January 1, 1983. The likely theft rate
for such lines will be determined in relation
to the national median theft rate for 1983
and 1984. If the line is determined to be like-
ly to have a theft rate above the national

median, the Administrator will select such
line for coverage under this theft prevention
standard.

Criteria

1. Retail price of the vehicle line.
2. Vehicle image or marketing strategy.
3. Vehicle lines with which the new line is

intended to compete, and the theft rates of
such lines.

4. Vehicle line(s), if any, which the new
line is intended to replace, and the theft
rate(s) of such line(s).

5. Presence or absence of any new theft
prevention devices or systems.

6. Preliminary theft rate for the line, if it
can be determined on the basis of currently
available data.

PART 542—PROCEDURES FOR SE-
LECTING LINES TO BE COVERED
BY THE THEFT PREVENTION
STANDARD

Sec.
542.1 Procedures for selecting new lines that

are likely to have high or low theft rates.
542.2 Procedures for selecting low theft new

lines with a majority of major parts
interchangeable with those of a high
theft line.

AUTHORITY: 15 U.S.C. 2021, 2022, and 2023;
delegation of authority at 49 CFR 1.50.

SOURCE: 59 FR 21672, Apr. 26, 1994, unless
otherwise noted.

§ 542.1 Procedures for selecting new
lines that are likely to have high or
low theft rates.

(a) Scope. This section sets forth the
procedures for motor vehicle manufac-
turers and NHTSA to follow in the de-
termination of whether any new vehi-
cle line is likely to have a theft rate
above or below the median theft rate.

(b) Application. These procedures
apply to each manufacturer that plans
to introduce a new line into commerce
in the United States on or after April
24, 1986, and to each of those new lines.

(c) Procedures. (1)(i) For each new line
introduced before the 1997 model year,
each manufacturer uses the criteria in
appendix C of part 541 of this chapter
to evaluate each new line and to con-
clude whether the new line is likely to
have a theft rate above or below the
median theft rate established for cal-
endar years 1990 and 1991.

(ii) For each new line to be intro-
duced for the 1997 or subsequent model
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years, each manufacturer shall use the
criteria in appendix C of part 541 of this
chapter to evaluate each new line and
to conclude whether the new line is
likely to have a theft rate above or
below the median theft rate.

(2)(i) For each new line to be intro-
duced before the 1997 model year, the
manufacturer submits its evaluations
and conclusions made under paragraph
(c)(1)(i) of this section, together with
the underlying factual information, to
NHTSA not less than 18 months before
the date of introduction. The manufac-
turer may request a meeting with the
agency to further explain the bases for
its evaluations and conclusions.

(ii) For each new line to be intro-
duced for the 1997 or subsequent model
years, the manufacturer shall submit
its evaluations and conclusions made
under paragraph (c)(1)(ii) of this sec-
tion, together with the underlying fac-
tual information, to NHTSA not less
than 15 months before the date of in-
troduction. The manufacturer may re-
quest a meeting with the agency dur-
ing this period to further explain the
bases for its evaluations and conclu-
sions.

(3) Within 90 days after its receipt of
the manufacturer’s submission under
paragraph (c)(2) of this section, the
agency independently evaluates the
new line using the criteria in appendix
C of part 541 of this chapter and, on a
preliminary basis, determines whether
the new line should or should not be
subject to § 541.2 of this chapter.
NHTSA informs the manufacturer by
letter of the agency’s evaluations and
determinations, together with the fac-
tual information considered by the
agency in making them.

(4) The manufacturer may request
the agency to reconsider any of its pre-
liminary determinations made under
paragraph (c)(3) of this section. The
manufacturer shall submit its request
to the agency within 30 days of its re-
ceipt of the letter under paragraph
(c)(3) of this section. The request shall
include the facts and arguments under-
lying the manufacturer’s objections to
the agency’s preliminary determina-
tions. During this 30-day period, the
manufacturer may also request a meet-
ing with the agency to discuss those
objections.

(5) Each of the agency’s preliminary
determinations under paragraph (c)(3)
of this section shall become final 45
days after the agency sends the letter
specified in paragraph (c)(3) of this sec-
tion unless a request for reconsider-
ation has been received in accordance
with paragraph (c)(4) of this section. If
such a request has been received, the
agency makes its final determinations
within 60 days of its receipt of the re-
quest. NHTSA informs the manufac-
turer by letter of those determinations
and its response to the request for re-
consideration.

§ 542.2 Procedures for selecting low
theft new lines with a majority of
major parts interchangeable with
those of a high theft line.

(a) Scope. This section sets forth the
procedures for motor vehicle manufac-
turers and NHTSA to follow in the de-
termination of whether any new lines
that will be likely to have a low theft
rate have major parts interchangeable
with a majority of the covered major
parts of a line having or likely to have
a high theft rate.

(b) Application. These procedures
apply to:

(1) Each manufacturer that pro-
duces—

(i) At least one passenger motor vehi-
cle line that has been or will be intro-
duced into commerce in the United
States and that has been listed in ap-
pendix A of part 541 of this chapter or
that has been identified by the manu-
facturer or preliminarily or finally de-
termined by NHTSA to be a high-theft
line under § 542.1, and

(ii) At least one passenger motor ve-
hicle line that will be introduced into
commerce in the United States on or
after April 24, 1986 and that the manu-
facturer identifies as likely to have a
theft rate below the median theft rate;
and

(2) Each of those likely submedian
theft rate lines.

(c) Procedures. (1)(i) For each new line
that is to be introduced before the 1997
model year and that a manufacturer
identifies under appendix C of part 541
of this chapter as likely to have a theft
rate below the median rate, the manu-
facturer identifies how many and
which of the major parts of that line
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